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i

those loyal to Saddam and others will not exploit the fact that,
here we are with all these people in our country. Do you under.
stand the question? 1'd like you to comment on it.

Dr. PoLtack. I try, wir, First, thank you very much for your re
marks, Senator, | greatly appreciate it, and I'm glad that my book
was helpful to you

T will also point out that another line that [ used in the book was
o warning that if we did not Iraq ready to do all the of
things that were guing to be necessary to stabilize the country and
rebuild it afterwards, that we could create more problems than we
wolve in Iraq That is my fear now, that if we do not address some
of the problems we've undertaken, that we will wind up creating
more problems than we solve.

With regard to the problem of fundamentalism, | think that my
food fru’nﬁ Ahmed Hashim made a very important comment in his
remarks, and [ want to echo it and perbaps drive it home, which
s that, athough fundamentaliam has been growing in Iraq over the
past 20 years, it is still, or was, a rather minor phenomenon at the
time of the fall u( ddam. But what has Mpgmd both in the
Sunni triangle and, to a certain extent, in the Shin areas is that
Islamic clencs, whn are opposing the United States and who cloal
their oppasition, in Islamic—in religious terms, are becoming in-
.m.mgr" more popular, not necessanily because the population is

becoming more religious, but because they are growing more frus-
trated and angry at the United States, because the gap between
what we are delivering and their expectations is growing wider ‘nd
wider, these clerics have become the logitimate voice of opposi
tion to the United States, using the lnnfulp of Islam, whicl || .

with every [ragi. And

think that what we saw in ks with the wpwﬂ
from Mugtada al-Sadr, wlwh 1 mmk myleuly caught the Coali-
tion Provisional Aulbonxl

Smur Vomovici. Aren't we lu:ky that we have alSistani

‘re able to work with? If it wasn't for al-Sistani,
vd\m would we be?

Dr. PouAcK. Absolutely. And I think that our efforts to resist al-
Sistani are, in many cases, entirely counterproductive, because he
represents a trend 1n Shin Indam, a
trend, which ultimately meshes very with what it is that we

i

Inn(ulg that is very resonant, nbwm
al
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their opPosmon in Islamic—in mllgmus terms, are becoming in-

more popular, not the population is
becommg more religious, but because li;ey are growing more frus-
trated and angry at the United States, because the gap between
what we are delivering and their expec!alions is growing wider and
wider. And these clerics have become the legitimate voice of opposi-
tion to the United States, using the language of Islam, which is a
language that is very resonant, obviously, with every Iraqi. And I
think that what we saw in the last few weeks with the support
from Mugtada al-Sadr, which I think completely caught the Coali-
tion Provisional Authority by surprise——

Senator Vnwuvl( H. Aren't we lucky that we have
there, that we're able to work with? If it wasn't for|al-Sistam, |

ould we be?
LLACK. Absolutely. And I think that our efforts to resist al-
e, in many cases, entirely counterproductive, because he
a trend in Shia Islam, a quietist trend, the dominant
trend, which ultimately meshes very nicely with what it is that we
are trying to do over there.
Senator VOINOVICH. Mr. Sheehan.
Mr. SHEEHAN. Senator, let me make a comment based on my ex-
S:nence as Ambassador for counterterrorism and my current job
aling with counterterrorism in New York. If we do not su
in Iraq, we very likely will have a worse situation than we did have
during the Saddam Hussein regime. And let me take a quick
minute to explain why
The most significant counterterrorism event since 9/11 has been
thchkadmofmhanuhnandelmmhmdun of
for_al-Q is_not_stabilized

So | would say you've got to be carcful, when you say, we're
ng (o capture or kil ‘em. What does thal means I terms of o
ry ct. If our forces go into

involved.

am not current in t
he Iragia o

we can show Iraqi involvement the better off
R T e

¢
2% 12 monthe ago. We ki mew he wat n problem right
from the start, when he killed Abdul al-Majid al-Khoei. But instead
of dealing with it, because we didn, honest
deal with it we'e allowed thia to fester, an

meat, o, be made hat maybe we dont
to do whatever they want to after
=

ly the tim e did; which 1 just cannet. u
ruu-eneuwn...lu.....

u_know, wa
S Ry e e B

ably the best slution

want these guys around
June 30. By the same’
especially the timing tha
for the life of me—was alsd

You know, in some ways, again, accepting the fact that we
should have dealt with them at the beginning, we had what was

probably the best solution possible, which was the textbook solu-

want the forei
we had that.
that,
marginalized him. By going after him,
tween the moderates and the extremists,
I think that, right now, extracting ourselves, unfortunately, pmb

moderates to deal with their own extrem

e stuck ourselves in be-

it would be much better to have a negotiated settlement, as Gen-

Najaf. That L L
to empower A)alollah al- Slsmm. \ulullah al-Sistani
know. it’s u

o do whatever they want to after
Fin the fashion that we did—and
I just cannot understand,

tion when you get into these foreign interventions, which is, you

s.
e hauza, the moderates, if you want to call lhem
of Iraq, were dealing with al-Sadr. They had largely

ably is the best thing we can do, and it's useful in two ways. One,

eral Joulwan is suggesting. We don't want a fight in the middle of
sauld k ful to us

il
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their oproslhon in Isl terms, are b in-
creasingly more popular, not nece-umnl because the populnuon is
becommg more religious, but because ti:e) are growing more frus-
trated and angry at the United States, because the gap between
what we are delivering and their expectations is growing wider and
wider. And these clerics have become the legitimate voice of opposi-
tion to the United States, using the language of Islam, which is a
language that is very resonant, obviously, with every Iraqi. And I
think that what we saw in the last few weeks with the support
from Muqlada .:l Sudr whlch I think completely caught the Coali-
Lion P,

Senator VOINOVICH. Arenl we lucky that we have al-Sistam
there, that we're able to work with? If it wasn't for al-Sistani,
where would we be?

<lajly

Sistani are, in many cases, entirely counterproductive, because he
represents a trend in Shia Islam, a quietist trend, the dominant
trend, which ultimately meshes very nicely with what it is that we

are trying to do over there.
Senator VOINOVICH. Mr. Sheehan.
Mr. SHEEHAN. Senator, let me make a comment based on my ex-
ence as Ambassador for counterterrorism and my current job
EZalmg with counterterrorism in New York. If we do not succeed
in Iraq, we very likely will have a worse situation than we did have
during the Saddam Hussein regime. And let me take a quick
minute to explain why.

Senator VOINOVICH. Aren't we lucky that we have al-Sistani
there, that we're able to work with? If it wasn't for al-Sistani,
where would we
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Second, it would be useful to us
to ‘empower Ayatollah al-Sistani
We need to empower him. We need
to show Iragis that al-Sistani is capable of standing up to us.
1 Y 9.3
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